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	When conflict occurs, the natural reaction is to blame someone else and defend yourself. But believers must respond differently. If you are publicly chastised for a wrong you have not committed, prayerfully ask the Lord to enable you to remain calm rather than react angrily. Praying first is always the best response in a crisis. When we do, God supernaturally provides that which we can’t muster up ourselves.


	Spiritual discernment. The Lord, who perfectly understands the source of every problem, can give us insight beyond our limited perspective. Perhaps there's been a communication breakdown, a feeling	











QUOTES


by A.W. TOZER








"I want the presence of God Himself, or I don´t want anything at all to do with religion. You would never get me interested in the old maids´ social club with a little bit of Christianity thrown in to give it respectability. I want all that God has, or I don´t want any." 	 -from 'The Counselor'





"I wonder also how many Christians in our day have truly and completely abandoned themselves to Jesus Christ as their Lord. We are very busy telling people to "accept Christ"----and that seems to be the only word we are using. We arrange a painless acceptance."  


-from 'Who Put Jesus on the Cross?'





"But a lot of people have gone too far and have written books and poetry that gets everybody believing that God is so kind and loving and gentle. God is so kind that infinity won´t measure it. And God is so loving that He is immeasurably loving. But God is also holy and just." 


-from 'The Attributes of God, Volume One''


Continued on page 2








	 








what is said.


	If we refuse to accept reproof, we'll limit our potential for Christ like character development and spiritual growth. Some of life's best lessons come through… 


Continued on page 2





	No one likes criticism, but encountering some is inevitable, so we need to learn how to respond in a godly way. Although you might be tempted to become defensive or angry, remain calm and listen. The words may hurt, but great benefits come to those who carefully consider 
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..of jealousy on the other person's part, or a mistake we unknowingly made. The Holy Spirit can show us how to approach our accuser and see beyond hurtful words or actions.


	A quiet spirit. Our human nature wants to react quickly so that we can defend ourselves. That's why we must first deliberately focus our attention on the Lord and experience the inward peace He alone makes available to us (� HYPERLINK "http://www.intouch.org/magazine/content/topic/responding_to_accusation_devotional" \t "_blank" �John 14:27�).


	Wisdom. Jesus told His disciples the Holy Spirit would give them wise words to say 


Continued on page 2





A Godly Response to Criticism
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…your critic finishes, thank him for bringing his concerns to your attention, and tell him that you will consider what he's said. Ask the Lord if the accusation is valid. Let Him search your heart and either affirm your innocence or convict you.


	Every rebuke is an opportunity from God. It's a chance to let your Christian character shine by showing love to your critic. If he is angrily attacking you, your respect and kindness become a powerful testimony. Criticism is also an occasion to humble yourself and accept the Lord's correction.


	Proverbs 15:31-33---(NASB)


31 He whose ear listens to the life-giving reproof Will dwell among the wise. 32 He who (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Proverbs+15:31-33" \l "cen-NASB-16840A" \o "See cross-reference A" \t "_blank" �A�)neglects discipline (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Proverbs+15:31-33" \l "cen-NASB-16840B" \o "See cross-reference B" \t "_blank" �B�)despises himself, But he who (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Proverbs+15:31-33" \l "cen-NASB-16840C" \o "See cross-reference C" \t "_blank" �C�)listens to reproof acquires [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Proverbs+15:31-33" \l "fen-NASB-16840a" \o "See footnote a" \t "_blank" �a�]understanding. 33 The [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Proverbs+15:31-33" \l "fen-NASB-16841b" \o "See footnote b" \t "_blank" �b�]fear of the Lord is the instruction for wisdom, And before honor comes humility.


	Footnotes:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Proverbs+15:31-33" \l "en-NASB-16840" \o "Go to Proverbs 15:32" \t "_blank" �Proverbs 15:32� Lit heart


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Proverbs+15:31-33" \l "en-NASB-16841" \o "Go to Proverbs 15:33" \t "_blank" �Proverbs 15:33� Or reverence


	Cross references:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Proverbs+15:31-33" \l "en-NASB-16840" \o "Go to Proverbs 15:32" \t "_blank" �Proverbs 15:32� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov%201:7,%20Prov%208:33&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Prov 1:7; 8:33�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Proverbs+15:31-33" \l "en-NASB-16840" \o "Go to Proverbs 15:32" \t "_blank" �Proverbs 15:32� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov%208:36&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Prov 8:36�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Proverbs+15:31-33" \l "en-NASB-16840" \o "Go to Proverbs 15:32" \t "_blank" �Proverbs 15:32� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov%2015:5&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Prov 15:5�


	Proverbs 15:31


Faithful, friendly reproofs help spiritual life, and lead to eternal life. (Pr 15:32)








	Many professed Christians are always doubting and fearing, and they forlornly think that this is the inevitable state of believers. This is a mistake, for “all things are possible for one who believes”; and it is possible for us to arrive at a place where a doubt or a fear shall be like a migrant bird flitting across the soul but never lingering there. When you read of the high and sweet communions enjoyed by favored saints, you sigh and murmur in the chamber of your heart, “Sadly, these are not for me.”


	But, climber, if you exercise your faith, 		Continued on page 4





All is Possible!


All things are possible for one who believes.  ---� HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001wKwbn-T95kcsLZKwMYJ0w1nAJqtt_YOCG9lSl0LDwMyRZvCaQrg0EP4iGFPYpmDxxHJUB4D689XClVNfpmadVG1B9VLihQ_T-3wtJi4AmheNHijnxqkxzvBoXq62RiJ-" �Mark 9:23�








QUOTES


by A.W. TOZER








"No matter what the circumstances, we Christians should keep our heads. God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, of love and of a sound mind. It is a dismal thing to see a son of heaven cringe in terror before the sons of earth." 


 -from 'The Warfare of the Spirit'





"The only fear I have is to fear to get out of the will of God. Outside of the will of God, there´s nothing I want, and in the will of God there´s nothing I fear, for God has sworn to keep me in His will."  -from 'Success and the Christian: The Cost of Spiritual Maturity'





"Rightly understood, faith is not a substitute for moral conduct but a means toward it. The tree does not serve in lieu of fruit but as an agent by which fruit is secured. Fruit, not trees, is the end God has in mind in yonder orchard; so Christ-like conduct is the end of Christian faith."  


-from 'Size of the Soul'





"The world lives in such a time of   crisis. Christians alone are in a position to rescue the perishing. We dare not settle down to try to live as if things were normal." 


-from 'Born After Midnight'








	
















































































































































































  		    





…when they faced hostile authorities. He'll do the same for you. Ask Him to put a seal on your lips until He shows you what to say and when (� HYPERLINK "http://www.intouch.org/magazine/content/topic/responding_to_accusation_devotional" \t "_blank" �Ps. 141:3�).


	We don't have to react to criticism with anger and self-protection the way the world does. Instead, we are called to represent Christ in every situation by depending on Him. In responding as He directs, we bring Him glory and cause unbelievers to want to know the source of our strength.


	Luke 12:11-12---(NASB)


11 When they bring you before (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Luke+12:11-12" \l "cen-NASB-25471A" \o "See cross-reference A" \t "_blank" �A�)the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Luke+12:11-12" \l "cen-NASB-25471B" \o "See cross-reference B" \t "_blank" �B�)worry about how or what you are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say; 12 for (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Luke+12:11-12" \l "cen-NASB-25472C" \o "See cross-reference C" \t "_blank" �C�)the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”


Cross references:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Luke+12:11-12" \l "en-NASB-25471" \o "Go to Luke 12:11" \t "_blank" �Luke 12:11� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2010:17&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Matt 10:17�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Luke+12:11-12" \l "en-NASB-25471" \o "Go to Luke 12:11" \t "_blank" �Luke 12:11� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%206:25,%20Matt%2010:19,%20Mark%2013:11,%20Luke%2012:22,%20Luke%2021:14&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Matt 6:25; 10:19; Mark 13:11; Luke 12:22; 21:14�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Luke+12:11-12" \l "en-NASB-25472" \o "Go to Luke 12:12" \t "_blank" �Luke 12:12� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt%2010:20,%20Luke%2021:15&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Matt 10:20; Luke 21:15�








GODLY RESPONSE TO CRITICISM 


Continued from page 1








..difficult experiences. If God allowed the situation, you can be sure that He wants to use it in transforming you into His Son's image. Whether the criticism is valid or not, whether it's delivered with kindness or harshness, your goal should always be to respond in a way that glorifies the Lord. Remember that you are responsible only for how you handle yourself, not for how the other person is acting.


	When a criticism comes your way, be quiet and listen until the other person has finished. Make direct eye contact to show attentiveness and respect. When…
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The Source of Our Adversity
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	God’s Supreme Power


8 “(� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18570I" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference I" �I�)Drip down, O heavens, from above, And let the clouds pour down righteousness; Let the (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18570J" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference J" �J�)earth open up and salvation bear fruit, (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18570K" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference K" �K�)And righteousness spring up with it. I, the Lord, have created it. 9 “Woe to the one who (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18571L" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference L" �L�)quarrels with his [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18571d" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote d" �d�]Maker—An earthenware vessel [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18571e" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote e" �e�]among the vessels of earth!  Will the (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18571M" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference M" �M�)clay say to the [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18571f" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote f" �f�]potter, ‘What are you doing?’  Or the thing you are making say, ‘He has no hands’? 10 “Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’  Or to a woman, ‘To what are you [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18572g" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote g" �g�]giving birth?’”


Footnotes:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18567" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:5" �Isaiah 45:5� Or arm


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18568" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:6" �Isaiah 45:6� Lit they


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18569" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:7" �Isaiah 45:7� Or peace


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18571" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:9" �Isaiah 45:9� Lit Fashioner


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18571" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:9" �Isaiah 45:9� Lit with


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18571" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:9" �Isaiah 45:9� Lit Fashioner


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18572" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:10" �Isaiah 45:10� Lit in labor pains with


Cross references:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18567" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:5" �Isaiah 45:5� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2045:6,%20Isa%2045:14,%20Isa%2045:18,%20Isa%2045:21,%20Isa%2046:9&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Is 45:6, 14, 18, 21; 46:9�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18567" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:5" �Isaiah 45:5� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2044:6,%20Isa%2044:8&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Is 44:6, 8�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18567" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:5" �Isaiah 45:5� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psa%2018:39&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Ps 18:39�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18568" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:6" �Isaiah 45:6� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psa%20102:15,%20Mal%201:11&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Ps 102:15; Mal 1:11�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18568" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:6" �Isaiah 45:6� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2045:5&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Is 45:5�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18569" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:7" �Isaiah 45:7� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2042:16&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Is 42:16�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18569" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:7" �Isaiah 45:7� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psa%20104:20,%20Psa%20105:28&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Ps 104:20; 105:28�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18569" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:7" �Isaiah 45:7� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2031:2,%20Isa%2047:11,%20Amos%203:6&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Is 31:2; 47:11; Amos 3:6�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18570" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:8" �Isaiah 45:8� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psa%2072:6,%20Hos%2010:12,%20Hos%2014:5,%20Joel%203:18&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Ps 72:6; Hos 10:12; 14:5; Joel 3:18�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18570" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:8" �Isaiah 45:8� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psa%2085:11&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Ps 85:11�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18570" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:8" �Isaiah 45:8� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2060:21,%20Isa%2061:11&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Is 60:21; 61:11�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18571" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:9" �Isaiah 45:9� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%2015:25,%20Job%2040:8-Job%2040:9,%20Psa%202:2-Psa%202:3,%20Prov%2021:30,%20Jer%2050:24&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Job 15:25; 40:8, 9; Ps 2:2, 3; Prov 21:30; Jer 50:24�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "en-NASB-18571" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Isaiah 45:9" �Isaiah 45:9� : � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isa%2029:16,%20Isa%2064:8,%20Jer%2018:6,%20Rom%209:20-Rom%209:21&version=NASB" \t "_blank" �Is 29:16; 64:8; Jer 18:6; Rom 9:20, 21�











	When we experience hardships, we usually wonder why God allows these painful situations to come our way. It just doesn't seem to fit with His role as our loving heavenly Father. We struggle to reconcile our suffering with His love for us and His power to prevent or stop it. In order to understand what's going on, we need to consider the possible sources of adversity.


	A Fallen World: When sin entered the world, suffering came with it. God could have protected us from these harmful effects by making us like puppets who could not choose sin, but that would mean we'd also be unable to choose to love Him, because love must be voluntary.


	Our Own Doing: Sometimes we get ourselves into trouble with our foolish or sinful choices. If the Lord stepped in and rescued us from every negative consequence, we'd never grow into mature believers.


	Satanic Attack: The Devil is our enemy. To hinder anything the Lord wants to do in and through believers, Satan will never cease to harass us. His goal is to destroy our lives and our testimonies, thereby making us weak and useless for God's purposes.


	God's Sovereignty: Ultimately, the Lord is in charge of all adversity that comes our way. To deny His involvement contradicts His power and sovereignty over creation.


	For us to accept that God allows--or even sends--afflictions, we must see adversity from His perspective. Is your focus on the pain of your experience or on the Lord and His faithfulness? As believers, we're assured that no adversity comes our way unless He can use it to achieve His good purposes.


	Isaiah 45:5-10---[NASB]


5 “I am the Lord, and (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18567A" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference A" �A�)there is no other; (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18567B" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference B" �B�)Besides Me there is no God.  I will [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18567a" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote a" �a�](� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18567C" \o "See cross-reference C" \t "_blank" �C�)gird you, though you have not known Me; 6 That [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18568b" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote b" �b�](� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18568D" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference D" �D�)men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18568E" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference E" �E�)no one besides Me.  I am the Lord, and there is no other, 7 The One (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18569F" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference F" �F�)forming light and (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18569G" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference G" �G�)creating darkness, Causing [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18569c" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote c" �c�]well-being and (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18569H" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference H" �H�)creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these.





God’s Supreme Power


8 “(� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18570I" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference I" �I�)Drip down, O heavens, from above, And let the clouds pour down righteousness; Let the (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18570J" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference J" �J�)earth open up and salvation bear fruit, (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18570K" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference K" �K�)And righteousness spring up with it. I, the Lord, have created it. 9 “Woe to the one who (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18571L" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference L" �L�)quarrels with his [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18571d" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote d" �d�]Maker—An earthenware vessel [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18571e" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote e" �e�]among the vessels of earth!  Will the (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "cen-NASB-18571M" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference M" �M�)clay say to the [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18571f" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote f" �f�]potter, ‘What are you doing?’  Or the thing you are making say, ‘He has no hands’? 10 “Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’  Or to a woman, ‘To what are you [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=Isaiah%2045:5-10" \l "fen-NASB-18572g" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote g" �g�]giving birth?’”











. . .searching—much of it can only be learned by careful study. There is milk for babies, but also meat for strong men. The rabbis wisely say that a mountain of matter hangs upon every word, indeed, upon every title of Scripture. Tertullian declared, "I adore the fullness of the Scriptures." The person who merely skims the Book of God will not profit from it; we must dig and mine until we obtain the treasure. The door of the Word only opens to the key of diligence. The Scriptures demand to be searched. They are the writings of God, bearing the divine stamp and imprimatur—who shall dare to treat them casually? To despise them is to despise the God who wrote them. 


	God forbid that any of us should allow our Bibles to become witnesses against us in the great day of account. The Word of God will repay searching. God does not ask us to sift through a mountain of chaff with only here and there a grain of wheat in it, but the Bible is sifted corn—we have only to open the granary door and find it. Scripture grows upon the student. 


	It is full of surprises. Under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, to the searching eye, it glows with splendor of revelation, like a vast temple paved with gold and roofed with rubies, emeralds, and all manner of gems. There is no merchandise like the merchandise of scriptural truth. Finally, the Scriptures reveal Jesus: "They that bear witness about me." No more powerful motive can be urged upon Bible readers than this: He who finds Jesus finds life, heaven, and all things. Happy are they who, in searching the Bible, discover their Savior.





..Search the Scriptures. ---� HYPERLINK "http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001_pD6rkZ16vhf0mlBivCfS0l3iijFmz4Nyep4z3YfhSPuVbLUzfsBpFzXFSe_n6er3UfhJNwBqI7VmPJ6HypOXsxhb6plv0bBxOCPrE3SaB9-9t5Jl1tu4FbgfboJiAPE" �John 5:39�





	The Greek word translated search signifies a strict, close, diligent, curious search, the kind men make when they are seeking gold, or hunters when they are in pursuit of game. We must not be content with giving a superficial glance to one or two chapters, but with the candle of the Spirit we must deliberately seek out the meaning of the Word. 


	Holy Scripture requires. . . 





Hunt For Truth





CONTACT INFO


Pastor Paul Aguilar


714.842.8145


� HYPERLINK "mailto:paul7877@aol.com" �paul7877@aol.com�





Pastor John Edmiston


310.748.9274


� HYPERLINK "mailto:digitalopportunities@gmail.com" �digitalopportunities@gmail.com�





Pastor Bill Hoganson


714.328.9719


WDHoganson@aol.com





Prayer:


		Pastor John: 310.748.9274


	Napo Gonzalez





Class Registrar:  


Frank Bostrom:  310.374.2188 [W]


  �HYPERLINK "mailto:fbostrom@verizon.net"�fbostrom@verizon.net�





	Money Matters: 


George Bonahoom: 


	310.625.6038 [C]


Class Hostess: [Thank you!]


Rebecca Bostrom: 	310.379.8147


Vicki Gonzalez:  310.514.9250





Today’s Blessing





[G-D] will teach us His ways, so that we may walk in His paths.				[Isaiah 2:3]


Walk in in the way of understanding.


			[Proverbs 9:6]


Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”	 [Isaiah 20:21]  


And now may the Lord bless you, and may the Lord keep you, and may the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and may the Lord be gracious unto you and give you His peace.


 ---AMEN. [Numbers 6:24-26]











      Rediscover


His Church 








	If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles [words] of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability [strength] which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ [Yeshua the Messiah], to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.


---1 Peter [Kefa] 4:11


	We are living in a time in which some people are saying that we need to re-envision the church or reinvent the church. But I beg to differ. I think we need to rediscover the church. I don't think we need a new version of it as much as we need to get back to the original version that Jesus himself established.  Unless it’s built on the foundations of our Messiah, it will fail.


	That is the church that changed the world. That is the church that turned its world upside down. I don't know about the church of today. It seems to me the world today is turning the church upside down.


	I think the answer is to get as close as we can to the original foundation and template for the church that Jesus himself established. This is God's original design for the church.�	My goal as a senior pastor is not to have a big church; it is to have a strong church—and even more to the point, a biblical church. Having said that, there should be church growth, and I think the best kind of growth is through the addition of new believers.


	A trend in a lot of churches today is to be relevant to the culture, so they are trying to do everything they can to connect. I am all for relevance. However, I do 





not believe in relevance at the expense of reverence. This is still His church. And when I stand up to speak, I am not there to entertain or to give my personal philosophy or political views. I am there to teach the Word of God and to call people to Jesus Christ.


	I think sometimes we are trying so hard to be cool that we have forgotten how to be biblical. Let's keep the integrity of our message intact.


	





 


	








ALL IS POSSIBLE


Continued from page 2








…you will before long stand on the sunny pinnacle of the temple, for “all things are possible for one who believes.”


	You hear of exploits that holy men have done for Jesus—what they have enjoyed of Him, how much they have been like Him, how they have been able to endure great persecutions for His sake—and you say, “But as for me, I am useless. I can never reach these heights.”


	But there is nothing that one saint was that you may not be. There is no elevation of grace, no attainment of spirituality, no clearness of assurance, no place of duty, that is not open to you if you have but the power to believe. Lay aside your sackcloth and ashes, and rise to the dignity of your true position; you are impoverished not because you have to be but because you want to be. It is not right that you, a child of the King, should grovel in the dust. Rise! The golden throne of assurance is waiting for you! The crown of communion with Jesus is ready to adorn your brow. Wrap yourself in scarlet and fine linen, and eat lavishly every day; for if you believe, you can eat the royal portion, your land will flow with milk and honey, and your soul shall be satisfied in God. Gather golden sheaves of grace, for they await you in the fields of faith. “All things are possible for one who believes.” 
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